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likely to result from any Bill before Parliament. Their locus
standi in such matters is now fully established.

THE BICKLEY OUTRAGE.
THE injuries inflicted upon Miss Philbrick, one of the vic-
tims of the extraordinary outrage at Bickley, are, we learn,
of a most serious nature. There is a compound comminuted
depressed stellate fracture of the left squamo-parietal region,
and there are also signs pointi9g to fracture of the base of
the skull in the frontal region with laceration of brain
substance. On August 6th an operation was performed,
the bone -elevated, and certain pieces removed from the
brain. The patient recovered consciousness six hours later.
Paralysis of the facial nerve, which was present, is pass-
ing away. The patient takes nourishment well, but the
,temperature is febrile and the pulse rapid. She is being
attended by Drs. Mathews and Curtis, and by Dr. S. Zichy
Woinarski, of the Ballarat Hospital. Miss Wood (who was
seen by Sir William Mac Cormac) received the discharge full
in the face, sustaining a large ragged wound in the centre of
the cheek, and some particles of unburnt powder found their
way into the cornea. There was no apparent motive of robbery
or other crinme-nothing to account for the assaultbut an insane
impulse to injure something. This is a common symptom in
#connection with epilepsy, and it is a subject to which we
have frequently called attention, especially with regard to
the watchful care necessary to be exercised over known epi-
leptics during the intervals between the attacks to which they
are subject. If the prisoner in this case should prove to be
a known epileptic, and the fact of his being seized with a fit
on leaving the court would seem to lead to that belief, grave
responsibility will rest upon those who allowed him to have
possession of so dangerous a weapon as a loaded gun. With
regard to the legal aspect of the assault, we must wait till the
case is settled by the court before commenting upon it.

SCOTLAND.
SCOTCH UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION.

WE understand that those portions of the medical ordi-
nlances, respecting which a re-hearing was granted, have been
confirmed by the Universities Commission without modifi-
cation, and also by the Privy Council, to whom a further
appeal was made.

EDINBURGH MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
TEHE directors of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society
have offered the post of Superintendent of the Mission, vacant
by the death of Dr. John Lowe, to Dr. Edwin Fry, of Travan-
core, who is a son-in-law of Dr. Lowe. Dr. Fry was a distin-
guished student of Edinburgh University, who graduated in
1837. For some time Dr. Hoernhd had been acting as Dr.
Lowe's coadjutor, and since Dr. Lowe's death has filled his
place as Superintendent. A strong feeling had been shown
-by many graduates in and about Edinburgh that Dr. Hoernl6
would have filled the position thoroughly well, but the direc-
tors seem to have thought otherwise.

THE EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIRMARY AND THE
MEDICAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN.

THE managers of the Royal Infirmary have arranged to
transfer a number of nurses and servants to their recently
acquired property in Lauriston Lane, and thus they will be
able to set free a number of beds for the reception of addi-
tional patients, which new beds will allow them to comply
with the request of the Edinburgh Association for the Medical
Education of Women that a certain number of their students
should be admitted to clinical training in the infirmary. At
the usual weekly meeting of the managers of the Royal
Infirmary on August 8th, details connected with the working
of the scheme for the clinical instruction of lady students
were discussed. Two wards (each having twenty beds)

are to be set aside for these students, one for medicine and
one for surgical cases. These wards are on the ground floor
of the surgical side of the hospital, and are to be solely for
the use of lady students. These students are also to have
liberty to attend the eye, ear, throat, nose, and skin wards.

ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY EXTENSION.
A MEETING of the Aberdeen University Court was held on
August 8th in Marischal College, the Marquis of Huntly in
the chair. A prolonged discussion took place on some pro-
posals having for their purpose the question of extending
the University buildings. As a result of the deliberation
the following resolution, moved by Dr. Angus Fraser, and
seconded by Professor Matthew Hay, was adopted: "That
the architect be instructed to present to the Court estimate
and block plans on the lines of the memorandum previously
submitted by him, showing how and at what cost the whole
of the arts, science, medical, and law classes, could be
accommodated at Marischal College buildings." Later on in
the discussion, the Rev. Dr. Smith, Newhills, moved, and
Professor Milligan seconded, the following addition: " That
the Court instructs the architect to furnish block plan and
estimate of new buildings at King's College, affording accom-
modation for classes of botany, chemistry, and natural
history." Sir William Geddes moved, and Professor Pirrie
seconded, the previous question. On a vote beinig taken, the
motion of the Principal, Sir William Geddes, was lost by nine
votes to three. The Marquis of Huntly then called atten-
tion to a letter which he had received from the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, wherein it was stated that " the sum of £5,000
is the maximum amount which it is estimated can be spent on
the University Extension during the current year," and the
Marquis pointed out that it was desirable to obtain the £5,000
from the Treasury as soon as possible, and that steps should be
taken to secure the promised sum. It has also been agreed to re-
commend the Town Council to apply for powers in their Bill
which is to be presented in Parliament for dealing with
Grayfriars Church and the other properties necessary for the
extension of the University, the executive undertaking to
pay the cost of this portion of the work. The total sub-
scriptions intimated up to the present time amount to
£29,266 5s. It was stated that it was intended to call up the
first instalment of the contributions on October 1st.

IRELAND.
LORD ZETLAND has conferred the honour of knighthood on

Dr. Philip Crampton Smyly, who has been physician to his
Excellency for some time. Sir Philip Smyly is also surgeon
to the Meath Hospital.

IRISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
A MEETING of the Limerick City and County Branch of this
Association was held on August 6th, presided over by Dr.
O'Callaghan, New Pallas. After some discussion had taken
place in reference to the grievances of Poor-law medical
officers, the following resolution was passed: "Resolved:
That in future breaches of professional etiquette do form
subjects for debate, and if necessary will be liable to censure
by the Association."

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR DISPENSARY DOCTORS.
WE have received a letter from Dr. Laffan, of Tara, in which
he states that the Dunshaughlin Guardians have granted
holidays to him and paid his locum tenens. He suggests
that a clause should be introduced into the Bill giving power
to the Treasury to pay half the cost of employing substi-
tutes in the various unions. Unless this is done he fears
that it is open to grave doubt whether applications for a
month's holiday at the expense of the ratepayers will
receive any but scant support from the various boards of
guardians.


